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SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES AMENDMENT (DEBT AND DEFICIT REMEDIATION) BILL 2017 
484. Mr D.C. NALDER to the Minister for Energy: 
Given that the Minister for Energy has almost doubled the supply charge of electricity to mums and dads, can he 
please outline how many chief executive officers and executives in the energy corporations will have their salaries 
frozen under the Salaries and Allowances Amendment (Debt and Deficit Remediation) Bill? 
Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
Yes; that is correct. Thank you for the question. We doubled the fixed charge for Synergy bills. I want to reflect 
on that for a minute because it was something that, again, the political palindrome was unable to do in government 
and seems unable to do in opposition—that is, to make a difficult decision. Although the political palindrome spent 
lots of time talking about the tough decisions he had to make and that it was fair — 
The SPEAKER: Member, you will call the member by his proper title, please. 
Mr B.S. WYATT: I do apologise, Mr Speaker. The Leader of the Opposition—not a political palindrome; I do 
not know what I was thinking—said that it was fair to fix the variable charge for Synergy bills. What did he do 
about it? Nothing—not a thing. We came to government and realised that this had to happen because, ultimately, 
people in Western Australia who do not have solar panels are effectively subsidising those who do. I do not think 
that is fair. I do not think people who cannot afford to put on solar panels should pay for an over-egged cost of the 
grid; that is, those with solar panels were not contributing because they were not making that up as part of the 
variable charge, so we did that—an important and tough decision. I note the shadow Treasurer is now apparently 
interested in households. Although he hit households through their land taxes time and time again, he is drawing 
the line at gold. I find that interesting. 
Coming back to the second part of his question, I expect CEOs, senior executives and board members or whatever 
they are to also participate and be part of the broader budget repair. In respect of the legislation that the Premier 
has introduced, already we are seeing some crab-walking from the Liberal Party to try not to support that. But 
I hope they support that bill; it is an important part of setting a leadership example that the political palindrome is 
unlikely to do. 
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